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By Jim Kostman and Bob Katz 

Last vear, the Rockefeller 
Commission investigated al- 
legations of illegal domestic SpV- 
ing by the CIA. Composed large-- 
ly of men with previous tres to 
the US Intelligence community. 
the Commission conctuded that 
some abuses had occurred and 
made limited recommendations 
_ to prevent future snes. Presi- 
_dent Ford's recently announced 
plans for dealing with this prob- 
lem include the formation of a 
three-man Intelligence Ad wisory 
Board. It toe is composed of men 
long associated with £08 ver, poli- 
tics. 

Most’ int eresting of these is 
’Leo Cherne, described in press 
accounts as a proiessional econ- 
omist and head of the Research 
Institute of America. For some 
25 years, Cherne has been enair- 
man of the International Rescue 
Committee (IRC), a strengly 
anfti-communist “Organization 
with the astens “se WHE Be of 
setting. up relief. opecgitie vs ‘in 
foreign countries, ‘Sy.cting 
refugees from acens* wh ch have 
come under communis? “control, 

With this brief bacyyro cud in 
mind. it is noteworthy that tn 
January, 1992. a young. Amer- 
icar former Marine named Lee 
Harvey Oswald, who had defec- 
ted to the Seviet Union in 1938, 
wrote to the IRC asking for 
financial aid for his intended ce- 
turn to tne United States. In 
December, 1961, Oswald had in- 
formed the American embassy in 
Moscow that he wished to re- 
turn to the USA. The State 
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Department then contacted the | 
IRC and a Texas chapter of the. 
about helping Os- 


Red Crass 
wald. At the suggestion of the 


embassy, Oswald wrote twice to - 


the IRC. initially requesting 
$800, then upping if to $1600. 
“After all isis time our visas 
have finally been granted, thank 


ep isc de. 
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God.” Oswald wrote the IRC on 
Jan. 23. 1962, “but our troubles 
are moe Sinancial, only if your 
o-ganivation ape in, 

The IRC ne ver gvepped ta 
‘They informed the Stare Depart- 
ment that “as a strongly anti- 
commiunsst organization, we 
would harvty be the appropriate 
agency fur van American’ who 
weat to Russa to live there. 
The IRC never even replied to 
Oswald, but the State Depart- 


ment eventually came through - 


ith $435, apparently the sum 


Oswald required to sail to New 


York. 

Tne Warren Commission Re- 
port states only that Oswaid at- 
tempted between Feb. 6 and 
May 1 to procure aid fom the 


IRC. But this account isin con- | 


tliet with the evidence con- 
tained in the 26 volumes of hear- 
ings and exhibits published by 
the Commission. These docu- 
ments show that Oswald con- 
tacted the IRC long before Feb. 
"6, ar Oswald's letters from the 
spring of 1962, prior'to May 1, 
revex! that he had already been 
assured of the State Dept. 
muney. If Oswald continued to 
cdsrespond with the IRC until 
May 1, there is no record of it. 
There ‘are meny curious as- 
ects wf Oswald’s attempt to get 
help from the IRC, In the early 
stages of his attempt co get aid, 
Oswald wrote to his mother and 
got her, with the help of the Red 
Cross, to contact the IRC. When 


the IRC wrote back to the Red_ 


Cross, they said that the State 
Dept. had already been in touch 
‘vith them about the Oswald 
case. The whole affair, 
cluding the fact that the State 
Dept. wound up financing the re- 
turn of this one-time defector, is 
one reascn why many people sus- 
pect that Oswald went to Russia 
as an agent of the U.S. govern- 
ment. In fact, when Mrs. 
Marguerite Oswald alleged that 
her sen was a government agent, 
she cited the TRC State Dept. 


yas 


wa icok at a CIA 


in- © 


~watr 


a, Yo) Ao Ritcern. 


A few days afte 
pointment, the 
connections 6th 
subject of a Nei 
article by Joh 
Crewdson’s story 
at least some of 
lion dollars raise 
the IRC comes at 
ly from the Cl 
quoted Frank W< 
man Foundation 
was approached i 
by a “mysterio: 
asked to pass ab 
the IRC for an 
proyject in the E 
Andrew Norman, 
the Norman Foun 
called the incident but said the 
money was ear-marked for an 
unspeciiied Latin American ef- | 
Fort. : : Set 
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a 
‘tae Tunes  noied that the 


Normen Foundation was one of 


reany institutions identified in 
1967 disclosures as a voncdit for 
CIA funds. The Tinres reported 
that the J.M. Kaplan Fund, also 
identified as a CIA conduit, has 
given money to both the IRC and 
Freedom House, an organiza- 
Freecom _ftouse, 

tion which publishes infor- 
mation on the alleged surpres- 
sion of freedom in socialist coun- 
tries, and of which Cherne is 
chairman of the executive com- 
mittee, 


Crewdson’s report, if true, 
would have established the first 
definite link between the CIA 
and the IRC. But the uext day, 
Crewdson reported that Weil 
had retracted the original story, 
saying that he had “misre- 
called” the crucial episode. Free- 
dom House, apparenily made 
nervous by the publicity, wrote 
the CIA and asked if they had 
ever bean a direct or indirect re- 
cipient of CIA funds. CIA 
dicector George Bush assured 
Freedom House thy were clean. 
When Che-ne was naked by the 


Times why he never checked the . 


Norman foundation grants to 


the IRC for possible CIA influ. - 


ence, he replied, “That's the sil- 
liest question I've ever heard.” 
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wence organization that pre- 
ceded the CIA. 

But we don’t want to make too 
much of this, Cherne himself haa 
said that the IRC is just a hobby. 
Men entrusted with keeping tabs 
on the spy agencies should be_ 
evzcuated for impartiality au the 
basis of all their past endeavors 
—- Lke the Citizen's Cormiittes | 
tor a Free Cuba. Founded ‘n the | 
saring of 1963, its membership | 
included Cherne,” Clare Booth 
Tauce, General S.L.A. Marshall, 
Christopher Emmet, also of the 
IRC and head of thé American 
Friends of the Captive Nations, 
2s well as day Lovestone and Ir- 
ving Brown, of the American In- 
stivete for Free Labor Develop- 
mer t. which has served as a CIA 
froi.t- for canipulating foreign 


lished. fy. Cherne’s Freedom 
House. she new committee called 
for a new national policy to liber- 
atu Cuha “hy all means neces; 
sary.” This meant encourage- 
ment of hit-and-run raids on 
Cuba rather than‘direct US 
raillcary interventions The repart 
Sus ested that these raids would | 
wt enclanger world peace if ear | 
ried : ut fram Lases outside US - 
utritory. The report also called 
tor assistance te the antiCastro 
Cuban underground ‘in Cuba 
“thraugh every possible chan- 
nei” j 


_tahar unions. In a report pub. | 
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